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What are the age-ranges of children in your 
class and how did you approach adopting 
the IEYC?

Ecole Yenzi has a mixed Nursery-Primary 1 class with 
ages ranging from 3-5 years. The class is made up of 
10 different nationalities and for some children this is 
their first experience of more formal Early Years provi-
sion. 

We decided to adopt the IEYC in one go rather than 
staggering implementation, this meant that as the 
only Early Years teacher at the school, I needed to 
quickly familiarise myself with a different structure 
and approach. However, apart from taking longer to 
go through the units initially, because of the new Pro-
cess of Learning, making the change was quite 
straightforward; I enjoyed the challenge and the 
changeover was seamless!

We began by informing parents that we were adopt-
ing the IEYC and the ‘Home Letter’ in our first unit pro-
vided a detailed account of what children would be 
learning about. Our school community is very sup-
portive and having close home-school learning links 
enabled us to enrol the help we needed in the initial 
stages of planning and resourcing - having good com-
munity partnerships is an important aspect of Ecole 
Yenzi’s ethos.  

It’s not every school that can say the most appropriate 
logo to reflect the setting of the school is an elephant 
– but for Ecole Yenzi in Gabon, ‘Elly the Elephant’ is not 
only the most appropriate choice of logo, it’s a remind-
er that this school is unique in more ways than one. 

Burrowed amongst the lush jungle, near the town of 
Gamba and bordering onto a lake inhabited by croco-
diles, Ecole Yenzi is home to children aged between 
3-12 years attending either the international or 
French language streams. 

Elephants roam freely around the community, espe-
cially during the mango season and children quickly 
learn that wildlife in their neighbourhood comes in 
many shapes and sizes! Whilst the location of Ecole 
Yenzi may be remote, the diverse and precious envi-
ronment that surrounds the school provides endless 
resources for bringing learning to life and Early Years 
teacher, Yvonne Crooks is an expert when it comes to 
inspiring young children in a community context.

Yvonne believes that young children learn best when 
their natural curiosity is captured and extended 
through first-hand experiences and Ecole Yenzi’s set-
ting couldn’t be better placed for bringing the Interna-
tional Early Years Curriculum (IEYC) unit ‘Dinosaur De-
tectives’ to life.

“When the IEYC was launched and we learned that it 
was designed with two phases of development in 
mind we saw the potential it offered for planning for 
mixed-age groups like ours,” says Yvonne.

In an interview, Yvonne explains why Dinosaur Detec-
tives was a natural first step in launching the IEYC and 
how it was the right choice for forging strong commu-
nity learning links at the beginning of a new school 
year.



When the IEYC was launched and we 
learned that it was designed with two 
phases of development in mind we saw 
the potential it offered for planning 
for mixed-age groups like ours, 

Which IEYC unit did you launch first and how 
did you ensure it captured children’s curiosi-
ty from the start? 

Did Dinosaur Detectives provide opportuni-
ties for children to learn through play? 

Dinosaur Detectives was a natural choice for our first 
IEYC unit – the children are used to seeing elephants 
and an enormous range of wildlife in our immediate 
environment, and so we knew this unit would really 
spark imaginations and initiate a lot of spontaneous 
interest. 

Launching Dinosaur Detectives in our jungle setting 
certainly added to the WOW factor. Parents came into 
the school and helped by making papier-mâché dino-
saur eggs ahead of the Entry Point. Some parents even 
contributed whale bones from their own artefact col-
lections and we used these for our dinosaur dig half 
way through the unit.

On the day of the Entry Point the children discovered 
a trail of huge sand footprints that we had left around 
the school. The footprints started in our class where 
the children discovered a huge jungle that had ap-
peared overnight. The children followed the footprints 
which led them to a collection of ‘dinosaur eggs’ which 
they carefully cracked open and discovered different 
types of dinosaurs!

Later in the unit we re-sparked the children’s imagina-
tions and curiosity by having a fun ‘bone dig’ where the 
children unearthed the bones that we had buried pre-
viously.  

Dinosaur Detectives provided endless opportunities 
for children to learn through different types of play. 
For example, our role play area was turned into a class 
jungle area that included an enormous nest to keep 
our dinosaur eggs safe, this area evolved with the chil-
dren’s help and became a class museum with an ad-
joining healthy eating café. 

Were you able to bring literacy and numera-
cy to life and if so, how did you differentiate 
learning experiences?

Overall, how would you describe the IEYC 
learning experience for your class and do 
you think it would work well outside of your 
unique setting?

The children often created their own ‘dinosaur adven-
tures’ based on books they were introduced to in each 
IEYC Learning Block. Making relevant and contextual-
ised links to literacy and mathematical development 
was easy and the children enjoyed creating their own 
menus for the café, using money in the museum shop 
and writing labels for their collections. 

Having Phase A and Phase B differentiated options 
was perfect for a mixed-age class and this meant we 
could take a developmental approach to learning, 
rather than being age-specific. Phase B activities gen-
erally fitted well with Primary 1 children but they 
often consolidated their learning through Phase A 
songs, books and activities. The same applied to the 
Nursery children, most of the time Phase A activities 
were at the most appropriate level but learning was 
sometimes extended through Phase B activities. 

We received a lot of positive feedback from parents as 
Dinosaur Detectives progressed and they commented 
on their children’s engagement in the unit. Our loca-
tion definitely made Dinosaur Detectives extra spe-
cial and we were fortunate to have access to The 
Smithsonian Institution in Gabon to learn about the 
artefacts on exhibit there. However, the theme of di-
nosaurs could be equally exciting in a very different 
context – no two classes are the same and no two lo-
cations are the same, but we found out that all chil-
dren love being Dinosaur Detectives!
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